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Section 163, acts Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 10, 37 Stat. 
318; Pub. L. 97–461, § 2, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2523, set 
forth penalties for violations of provisions of this chap-
ter or regulations promulgated thereunder. 

Section 164, act Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 10, 37 Stat. 318, 
set forth duty of United States attorneys to prosecute 
violations of this chapter. 

Section 164a, act Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 10, as added 
May 1, 1928, ch. 462, 45 Stat. 468, authorized search and 
seizure of nursery stock and plant products by Depart-
ment of Agriculture employees. 

§ 165. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–448, title IV, 
§ 402(a)(13), Aug. 19, 1964, 78 Stat. 493 

Section, act Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 12, 37 Stat. 319, re-
lated to appointment of members of a Federal Horti-
cultural Board from among employees of Department 
of Agriculture. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective on first day of first month which be-
gins later than ninetieth day following Aug. 19, 1964, 
see section 403 of Pub. L. 88–448. 

§ 165a. Omitted 
CODIFICATION 

Section, act May 16, 1928, ch. 572, 45 Stat. 565, pro-
vided that the functions of the Federal Horticultural 
Board should devolve upon and be exercised by the 
Plant Quarantine and Control Administration. Said act 
also created an Advisory Federal Plant Quarantine 
Board which was abolished by act Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 203, 
47 Stat. 1463. Appropriations to enable the Secretary of 
Agriculture to carry into effect the provisions of this 
chapter, which in prior appropriation acts had been 
made to the Plant Quarantine and Control Administra-
tion, were made to the Bureau of Plant Quarantine by 
the appropriation act of July 7, 1932, ch. 443, 47 Stat. 
640, and to the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quar-
antine by the appropriation act of Mar. 26, 1934, ch. 89, 
48 Stat. 486, and subsequent appropriation acts. 

§ 166. Transferred 
CODIFICATION 

Section, act Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 144, 38 Stat. 1113, as 
amended, which related to transmission by the Postal 
Service of packages containing plants or plant products 
for States inspection, was transferred to section 7760 of 
this title. 

§ 167. Repealed. Pub. L. 106–224, title IV, 
§ 438(a)(1), June 20, 2000, 114 Stat. 454 

Section, act Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 15, as added May 
31, 1920, ch. 217, 41 Stat. 726; amended May 16, 1928, ch. 
572, 45 Stat. 565; July 7, 1932, ch. 443, 47 Stat. 640; Mar. 
26, 1934, ch. 89, 48 Stat. 486; Apr. 1, 1942, ch. 207, §§ 1, 4, 
56 Stat. 190, 192; Pub. L. 88–60, §§ 1, 7, July 8, 1963, 77 
Stat. 77, 78; Pub. L. 91–358, title I, § 155(a), July 29, 1970, 
84 Stat. 570, related to rules and regulations to prevent 
dissemination of dangerous plant diseases and insect 
infections and infestations in the District of Columbia. 

CHAPTER 8A—RUBBER AND OTHER 
CRITICAL AGRICULTURAL MATERIALS 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 
171. Program for development of guayule and 

other rubber-bearing plants. 
172. Authorization of Secretary to appoint em-

ployees; delegation of powers; cooperation 
with other agencies; allotment of funds; 
leases of facilities and disposal of water. 

173. Authorization of appropriations. 
174. Omitted. 

Sec. 
175. Lease or sublease of unsuitable lands; dis-

posal of water supply. 
176. Sale of guayule shrub to Reconstruction Fi-

nance Corporation. 

SUBCHAPTER II—CRITICAL AGRICULTURAL 
MATERIALS 

178. Congressional findings and declaration of pol-
icy. 

178a. Definitions. 
178b. Joint Commission on Research and Develop-

ment of Critical Agricultural Materials. 
(a) Establishment; function. 
(b) Membership. 
(c) Chairman. 
(d) Delegation of responsibilities to Joint 

Commission; transfer and use of ap-
propriated funds. 

(e) Duties. 
(f) Administrative support services. 
(g) Advice of scientific, engineering and 

business communities. 
178c. Research and development program by Sec-

retary of Agriculture. 
(a) Designation of Department as lead 

agency. 
(b) Scope of program. 
(c) Office of Critical Agricultural Mate-

rials. 
(d) Authority of Secretary in carrying 

out demonstration project. 
178d. Research and development program by Sec-

retary of Commerce. 
178e. Cooperative projects with Mexico, Australia, 

and Israel. 
178f. Assistance from States and public agencies; 

contracts and agreements. 
178g. Powers of Secretary of Agriculture. 
178h. Powers of Secretary of Commerce. 
178i. Coordination of activities with Federal agen-

cies. 
178j. Laws governing inventions under this sub-

chapter. 
178k. Disposition of byproducts and strategic and 

industrially important products. 
178l. Rules and regulations. 
178m. Report to President and Congress. 
178n. Administration and funding. 

(a) Authorization of appropriations to 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

(b) Administration and management. 
(c) Contract authority as limited by 

amounts provided in appropriations 
acts. 

(d) Activities limited to critical mate-
rials other than native latex after 
fiscal 1988. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 171. Program for development of guayule and 
other rubber-bearing plants 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter 
called the ‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized— 

(1) To acquire by purchase, license, or other 
agreement, the right to operate under proc-
esses or patents relating to the growing and 
harvesting of guayule or the extraction of rub-
ber therefrom, and such properties, processes, 
records, and data as are necessary to such op-
eration, including but not limited to any such 
rights owned or controlled by the Interconti-
nental Rubber Company, or any of its subsidi-
aries, and all equipment, materials, struc-
tures, factories, real property, seed, seedlings, 
growing shrub, and other facilities, patents 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

and processes of the Intercontinental Rubber 
Company, or any of its subsidiaries, located in 
California, and for such rights, properties, and 
facilities of the Intercontinental Rubber Com-
pany or any of its subsidiaries, the Secretary 
is authorized to pay not to exceed $2,000,000; 

(2) To plant, or contract for the planting of, 
not in excess of five hundred thousand acres of 
guayule in areas in the Western Hemisphere 
where the best growth and yields may be ex-
pected in order to maintain a nucleus planting 
of guayule to serve as a domestic source of 
crude rubber as well as of planting material 
for use in further expanding guayule planting 
to meet emergency needs of the United States 
for crude rubber; to establish and maintain 
nurseries to provide seedlings for field plants; 
and to purchase necessary equipment, facili-
ties, land for nurseries and administrative 
sites and water rights; 

(3) To acquire by lease, or other agreement, 
for not exceeding ten years, rights to land for 
the purpose of making plantings of guayule; to 
acquire water rights; to erect necessary build-
ings on leased land where suitable land cannot 
be purchased; to make surveys, directly or 
through appropriate Government agencies, of 
areas in the Western Hemisphere where gua-
yule might be grown; and to establish and 
maintain records indicating areas to which 
guayule cultivation could be extended for 
emergency production; 

(4) To construct or operate, or to contract 
for the operation of, factories for the extrac-
tion of rubber from guayule, and from 
Chrysothamnus, commonly known as rabbit 
brush; to purchase guayule shrub; and to pur-
chase, operate, and maintain equipment for 
the harvesting, storing, transporting, and 
complete processing of guayule, and 
Chrysothamnus, commonly known as rabbit 
brush, and to purchase land as sites for proc-
essing plants; 

(5) To conduct studies, in which he may co-
operate with any other public or private agen-
cy, designed to increase the yield of guayule 
by breeding to by selection, and to improve 
planting methods; to make surveys of areas 
suitable for cultivating guayule; to make ex-
perimental plantings; and to conduct agro-
nomic tests; 

(6) To conduct tests, in which he may co-
operate with any other public or private agen-
cy, to determine the qualities of rubber ob-
tained from guayule and to determine the 
most favorable methods of compounding and 
using guayule in rubber manufacturing proc-
esses; 

(7) To improve methods of processing gua-
yule shrubs and rubber and to obtain and hold 
patents on such new processes; 

(8) To sell guayule or rubber processed from 
guayule and to use funds so obtained in re-
planting and maintaining an area not in ex-
cess of five hundred thousand acres of guayule 
inside the Western Hemisphere; and 

(9) To exercise with respect to rubber-bear-
ing plants other than guayule the same powers 
as are granted in the foregoing provisions of 
this section with respect to guayule. 

(Mar. 5, 1942, ch. 140, § 1, 56 Stat. 126; Oct. 20, 1942, 
ch. 617, §§ 1–4, 56 Stat. 796, 797.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1942—Par. (2). Act Oct. 20, 1942, § 1, increased acreage 
from 75,000 to 500,000 and inserted reference to land for 
administrative sites and water rights. 

Par. (3). Act Oct. 20, 1942, § 2, inserted ‘‘to acquire 
water rights; to erect necessary buildings on leased 
land where suitable land cannot be purchased;’’. 

Par. (4). Act Oct. 20, 1942, § 3, inserted ‘‘to purchase 
guayule shrub;’’. 

Par. (8). Act Oct. 20, 1942, § 4, substituted ‘‘not in ex-
cess of five hundred’’ for ‘‘of seventy-five’’. 

ADDITIONAL ACREAGE AUTHORIZED 

Act Oct. 26, 1942, ch. 629, title II, 56 Stat. 1002, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Agriculture, in connec-
tion with the appropriations herein and heretofore 
made for such project, is authorized to plant, or con-
tract for the planting of, not to exceed twenty-five 
thousand acres of guayule in areas in the Western 
Hemisphere in addition to the acreage permitted under 
the provisions of paragraph (1), section 1 of the act of 
March 5, 1942 (Public Law 473) [par. (1) of this section].’’ 

§ 172. Authorization of Secretary to appoint em-
ployees; delegation of powers; cooperation 
with other agencies; allotment of funds; 
leases of facilities and disposal of water 

(a) The Secretary is authorized to appoint 
such employees, including citizens of other 
countries, as may be necessary for carrying out 
the provisions of sections 171 to 173 of this title. 
Such appointments may be made without regard 
to the provisions of the civil-service laws. (Sec-
tions 321, 322, 324, and 325a of title 40 1 shall not 
apply to any nursery, planting, cultivating or 
harvesting operations conducted pursuant to 
sections 171 to 173 of this title.) All appoint-
ments so made by the Secretary shall be made 
only on the basis of merit and efficiency. 

(b) The Secretary may delegate any of the 
powers and duties conferred on him by sections 
171 to 173 of this title to any agency or bureau 
of the Department of Agriculture. 

(c) The Secretary, with the consent of any 
board, commission, independent establishment, 
corporation, or executive department of the 
Government, including any field service thereof, 
may avail himself of the use of information, 
services, facilities, officers and employees there-
of, in carrying out the provisions of sections 171 
to 173 of this title. 

(d) The Secretary may allot to bureaus and of-
fices of the Department of Agriculture, or may 
transfer to such other agencies of the State and 
Federal Governments as may be requested by 
him to assist in carrying out sections 171 to 173 
of this title, any funds made available to him 
under said sections. 

(e) In carrying out the provisions of sections 
171 to 173 of this title the Secretary shall have 
all of the authority conferred upon him by sec-
tion 502 of title 16. 

(f) The Secretary may lease at reasonable 
rentals structures erected by the Government 
with essential facilities for such periods as such 
structures and facilities are not required for the 
purposes of sections 171 to 173 of this title; and 
any part of land or structures with essential fa-
cilities acquired by lease, deed, or other agree-
ment pursuant to said sections, which are not 


